
In response to Mr Cunningham's question: “Mr Dawson – when did you get access to 
measure the structure on site ?”  I wrote: 

From: Michael Dawson
Sent: 19 December 2013 21:29
To: Peter Cunningham
Cc: cllr.john.anglin@southtyneside.gov.uk; watson.graeme@yahoo.com ;
 David; Anne ; Melanie; Matthew; Alan & Elva; ken@hbhydraulics.co.uk
Subject: TGA - Town Hall Meeting 25 Nov

Dear Peter,

I have sufficient skills in surveying to be able to measure the width of the
structure without access to the site and can say with confidence that it is 13.20m
wide give or take 0.05m. The towers are vertical and it would seem to me that it is
reasonable to assume that the footings, laid in 2001, are the same width.
We still need to receive a copy of the date stamped approved drawing from 1996.

regards
Michael Dawson

and received two replies:

1) From: Peter.Cunningham

Date: Fri, 20 Dec 2013 09:17:46 +0000
Subject: RE: TGA - Town Hall Meeting 25 Nov [PROTECT]

Mr Dawson – once again -  I have measured this on site and have copied the 1996
plans across to you twice already (attached again for your use) and I have explained
during our meeting that the base and height of the structure are compliant...this is
the end of the matter as far as I am concerned

Please do not email me again
Regards
Peter Cunningham
Principal Planning Officer
South Tyneside Council, Development Management, Planning Group,

2) From: Graeme Watson who also seems to be concerned with how I determined that 
the shed was a meter wider rather than it is a meter wider than planned. He is also 
trying to suppress the findings - see highlighted notes.    

Date: Fri, 20 Dec 2013 13:06:52 +0000
Subject: Re: TGA - Town Hall Meeting 25 Nov
To: Michael Dawson; peter.cunningham@southtyneside.gov.uk
CC: cllr.john.anglin@southtyneside.gov.uk and rest of TGA Committee 

Michael,

As chair of the TGA I feel it necessary to respond to your various e-mails and seek
clarification of certain points.

mailto:cllr.john.anglin@southtyneside.gov.uk


With regard to your e-mail below of Monday at 16:10 to Cllr Anglin, you infer that
you have measured the structure down at the boatyard and - as you have stated -
appear to have dimensional evidence that the structure is one metre wider than
designed.

I note in your e-mail of yesterday evening that you appear to have measured the
structure from outside the boatyard site, and I am unsure how accurate that could
be, especially given that you claim your measurements are to within 5 cm of
accuracy. 
You wrote your e-mail on Monday in a fashion which appears to give the impression
that you are writing on behalf of the TGA as a group; if this were the case I would
have expected you to follow protocol and that committee members would have given
their consent to this or at least have been made aware of your new evidence.
I would like to bring your attention to the email from the Vice Chair,  20/11/13. Having given her apologies 
about attending the November meeting she states 'If possible can those in attendance obtain copies of the 
evidence the council produces in support of their apparent claim that they have exercised due diligence so 
that the committee can form a view as to whether we are able to challenge such evidence'

The TGA could then have ascertained the validity of your findings and agreed to
subsequent action; at this point you cannot give any assurance that your
measurements are accurate or provide an answer to Peter Cunningham as to what 
method you used to obtain them.  As a result your measurements cannot be verified and 
taken as being accurate.
In my opinion the only way to get these measurements with the accuracy stated would be 
to gain access to the boatyard and physically measure between the various points on the 
footings.  I am therefore concerned that, purporting to represent the TGA as a whole you 
have somehow gained access to the site without permission and taken these 
measurements. 
In order to put my mind at ease, can you therefore explain how you have obtained
your findings?
Also, in your e-mail of Monday at 16:10 you make reference to myself and state that
I informed you that the meeting at the Town Hall would be a formal meeting with 
with structured protocols.  In fact, I never said that the meeting would be formal
as per the e-mail I sent out prior to this meeting.  I am not happy to be misquoted
in official correspondence you sent out to council officials.
He appears to have forgotten that in an email to the Secretary, 20/11/13 subsequently forwarded to 
committee members he said “I would infer this will be a structured meeting and standard protocols and 
meeting ethics will apply '. Regrettably his high expectation of the meeting, organised by Cllr Anglin, was not 
realised and no minutes were taken.

If you want to communicate with the Town Hall on a personal basis with your comments
and views on the boatyard issue do not use the TGA as a platform to do this.  Any
official correspondence from the group as a whole is to be done through the
secretary, and any new evidence or information is to be presented to the TGA
committee as a group.  Any such information can then be progressed in structured
manner as required.

Please revert with a full explanation of the method used to measure the width of the
structure so that we, as the TGA can be satisfied of their validity.

Regards,
Graeme

My offer to show him how I measured the width was declined. 


